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All Ages | All Genders | All Abilities | 

Community Club Baseball

Established in 1910 the Preston Pirates Baseball Club is a Division 2 member of the 

Victorian Summer Baseball League (VSBL) which conducts Junior and Senior baseball 

competitions between October and March annually. 

The Club holds a Come & Try Day in late August annually with training commencing in 

September. 

New Members across all genders and age groups are welcome to join at any time 

throughout the season and join a team. 

The Preston Pirates Baseball Club community looks forward to welcoming transferring 

players and families or introducing new players and families to the great game of baseball.
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Board of Directors

Year Ended 30 April 2023 

Myles Foreman 
President 

Elected AGM 8 Jul 2021
Term Ends 2023 AGM

Alan Sutherland 
Vice President

Elected AGM 8 Jul 2021
Term Ends 2023 AGM

Nicole Lynch
Vice President

Elected AGM 14 Jul 2022
Term Ends 2024 AGM

Kirsty Davis
Secretary

Elected AGM 14 Jul 2022
Term Ends 2024 AGM

Michael O’Brien
Treasurer

Elected AGM 8 Jul 2021
Term Ends 2023 AGM

Brendan Cox 
Director

Elected SGM 2 Aug 2021
Term Ends 2023 AGM

* At the Special General Meeting held 2 June 2022 the Club Consultation was amended by 

the Members introducing two-year terms for Directors. The  transitional arrangements 

stipulated that certain Director roles were taken to have commenced a two year term at the 

2021 AGM and the remainder will stand for election at the 2023 AGM and commence                    

two years terms. 

Brian Sinfield 
Director

Elected AGM 14 Jul 2022
Term Ends 2024 AGM



www.prestonpiratesbaseballclub.com.au

4



President’s Report

5

www.prestonpiratesbaseballclub.com.au

After a number of years of challenges due to ongoing construction at La Trobe 

University which progressively eroded many aspects of the community sporting club 

environment crucial to Preston Pirates Baseball Club and then the impacts of COVID 

which many sports including baseball are yet to experience a post COVID bounce back, 

the 2022/2023 Season has once again been a challenging year for the Preston Pirates 

Baseball Club.

At the end of the 2021/2022 Summer Season due to the construction of the new 

Sporting Precinct for Football Federation Victoria, the Matilda's and Rugby Victoria our 

Club was relocated from our home of the past twenty years at La Trobe University. 

To accommodate La Trobe University Baseball Club and Preston Pirates Baseball Club, 

La Trobe University struck an agreement with the Victorian Department of Education 

and Charles La Trobe College to manage a parcel of land between La Trobe University 

and Charles La Trobe College on Kingsbury Drive and build a new multi-purpose 

baseball diamond and football (soccer) pitch. 

Construction of the new baseball diamond and club rooms finally commenced in June 

2022 and then subsequently experienced a number of further delays. It became clear in 

the lead up to the start of the 2022/2023 Summer Season that Preston Pirates Baseball 

Club would be homeless due to these ongoing construction delays unless it made 

alternative arrangements. 

The Club had been developing a plan to work closely with the North Coburg Rebels 

Baseball Club and with no other diamonds available further developed with the North 

Coburg Rebels Baseball Club a plan to trial a partnership between the two clubs which 

would include Preston Pirates Baseball Club being able to use Parker Reserve and the 

Club Rooms as a home for the 2022/2023 Summer Season.

I take this opportunity on behalf of the Preston Pirates Baseball Club to thank the North 

Coburg Rebels Baseball Club Committee and Members for allowing our Club to base at 

Parker Reserves and for spirit in which we were able to partner and work together for 

the Summer Season. 

This was never intended to be or was it a merger. While both Clubs combined teams, 

players continued to register for either Club and play in the Clubs Uniform. 

Post the season the Committee of the North Coburg Rebels Baseball Club sought 

feedback from its member as did the Board of Preston Pirates Baseball Club and while 

the overall view was that the partnership had worked well no overriding reason existed 

to take the partnership further, with each Club happy to review again in the future. 



President’s Report Continued
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XXXXX

Thank You
Rebels  

While the Community of the Preston Pirates Baseball Club should continue to be very 

grateful to the North Coburg Rebels Baseball Club for letting our Club share Parker 

Reserve this significantly limited the ability to secure sponsorship and canteen revenue. 

While this was offset in a saving of lease costs to La Trobe University, no compensation 

has been paid by La Trobe University and on the back of declining Membership 

numbers in previous years the overall surplus declined by $3k from $6k in 2021/2022 to 

$3k in 2022/2023. 

Revenue declined by $23k with a decline in expenses of $20K compared to the previous 

year. 

In this environment Cash held over the past three years has increased from $10K in 

2020/2021 to $20k in 2021/2022 to $22k in 2022/2023 a $12k improvement. 



President’s Report Continued 

A New Home – A New Opportunity – A New Beginning
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Our new home is ready and has been used by La Trobe University Baseball Club 

throughout the 2023 Winter Season. 

As School grounds access is not permitted during school hours.

The Club will have exclusive access to the Club rooms between October – April and 

exclusive access of the Baseball Diamond during the following hours and use of the 

Lower Fields near the old baseball diamond on Sunday mornings for Junior games. 

Tuesday 4pm-10pm | Thursday 4pm-10pm | Friday 4pm – 10om 

Saturday 12pm – 6pm | Sunday 8am – 10pm 



President’s Report Continued
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A highlight for the Club in 2022/2023 was the U12 team which went through the season 

undefeated ultimately winning the championship game defeating Essendon. This group 

is a real positive for the future of the Club, the group showed great depth and worked 

exceptional well as a team.

No community sporting club can exist without volunteers who give of their time, 

experience and skills to provide opportunity and an environment for participation in 

community sport. The Preston Pirates Baseball Club like all sporting Clubs is finding it 

increasingly challenging to find people who have the time to volunteer so in this 

environment I take this opportunity to thank those who volunteered as coaches, scorers, 

team managers, ground crew, helped in the Canteen, organised events and were 

members of the Board. 

To Alan Sutherland Vice President (2015 Life Member), Michael O'Brien Treasurer and 

Brendan Cox Director who will not be standing again as Director’s thank you for 

outstanding contributions of time, experience and passion to help secure the history and 

future of the Preston Pirates Baseball Club.  

Myles Foreman 

President 

Preston Pirates Baseball Club 



Playing – Training – Casual 
Club Uniform Items

On Sale Now Via Club Website  
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2023-2024 Season Sponsorship Packages 
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Profit & Loss Statement 
Year Ended 30 April 2023
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Notes Profit & Loss Statement 
Year Ended 30 April 2023
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Balance Sheet 
Year Ended 30 April 2023
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Cash Flow Statement
Year Ended 30 April 2023
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2022-2023 
Victorian Summer Baseball League Season 

Junior Awards

U12

U16

U12 - Beckett Shanks  Batting Award 

U12 - Harper Pitts   Most Valuable Player

U12 - Cooper Vincent  Team Spirit Award 

U12 - Alexander Pezzin  Home Run Hitter 

U12 - Harper Pitts   Home Run Hitter 

U12 - Angus Lynch   Home Run Hitter 

U12 - Beckett Shanks  Home Run Hitter 

`

                                        VSBL U12 West Champions 

Preston Pirates U12 B West defeated Essendon 

to win the VSBL Championship Game 12 - 8. 

U16 State - Finn Golledge  Most Valuable Player

U16 Metro - Coung Sartori  Team Spirit Award 
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2022-2023 
Jean Fowler Junior Club Person Award 

Presented by

Myles Foreman President

& 

Jean Fowler Award Winner 

2021-2022 Ryan Golledge

Jean Fowler 

Junior Club Person 

Award 

2022/2023 

Nicole Lynch 

Jean was a proficient cricketer and probably, through that sporting interest, married Ron 

Fowler who played baseball at Preston in the 1950’s. His father, Lisle, was President from 

1954 to 1962.

The sporting genes continued on through a son Graham (“Chooka”), who was successful in 

both cricket and baseball, being one of the first Under-14’s to play at Preston in 1961. Jean 

supported the club as canteen manager and also scorer for juniors in the morning and the first 

IX in the afternoon Jean had a very strict interpretation of the rules of scoring. To get a safe 

hit with Jean scoring, you really had to earn it and if you dropped a foul fly, that was an error –

as per the rules.

Unfortunately, Jean died relatively early, in her forties and to honour her contributions to the 

club, a memorial trophy was inaugurated, to be presented annually for the best junior 

clubperson. Any inspection of the PBC honour board will reveal some noticeable recipients of 

this award, which is a fitting tribute to the memory of a fine person.
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2022-2023 
Victorian Summer Baseball League Season 

U18 Awards 

Batting Award

Logan O'Brien (0.521)

MVP

Jensen Hall

Team Spirit Award

Matthew Butler

Presented by

Coach

Alan Sutherland

Vice President

& 

Life Member 2015
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Named after one of the clubs most talented and loyal players in our history, Jon Deeble 

represented us at national and international level both as a player and coach for major league 

clubs.

Jon has won 5 world series rings with Boston Red Socks, Florida Marlins LA Dodgers.

Jon has also held the roles of Manger for Team Australia and Head Coach of the Australian 

Baseball League Team the Melbourne Aces.

Jon won the Arthur Westcott "Best First Player and Club Champion Award' for the Club a 

record eight times between 1979 - 1986.

The Jon Deeble Junior Rising Star Award was first awarded to Nick Djorgonoski in the 

2007/08 season.

2022-2023 
Victorian Summer Baseball League Season 

Jon Deeble Junior Rising Star Award 

Presented by

Jon Deeble

Life Member 1988

(Via video from 

Spring Training 

in the USA) 

&

2021/2022 Winner

Jensen Hall 

Jon Deeble 

Rising Star Award

Finn Golledge
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2022-2023 
Victorian Summer Baseball League Season 

4th Awards

Presented by Coach

Michael O’Brien 

Director 

Jimmy Stewart 

Senior Club Person 

Award 2023

Jean Fowler 

Junior Club Person 

Award 2020

Batting Award 

Owen McGearey (0.438)

Most Valuable 

Player

Braeden Prescott

Team Spirit Award

Michael O’Brien 
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2022-2023
Victorian Summer Baseball League Season 

3rd Awards

Batting Award 

Mitch Kelly (0.542)

Most Valuable Player

Hayden MacKenzie

Presented by

Coach William Jackson 

Team Spirit Award

Luca Delaney
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2022-2023
Victorian Summer Baseball League Season 

2nd Awards

Presented by

Coach Dave Maloney 

Life Member 2009 

Batting Award

Alex Duske (0.550)

Most Valuable Player

Ian Cross 

Most Valuable Player 

Finn Gollege 

Team Spirit Award 

Jacob White 
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Jimmy was a keen player with Collingwood Baseball 

Club – later to become Keon Park Magpies, who 

unfortunately died in his youth, although he never 

secured a regular place in senior teams, he loved the 

game and this passion was acknowledged by his 

parents, who initiated the Jimmy Stewart memorial 

trophy, to be awarded to the best senior clubperson.

2022-2023 
Jimmy Stewart Senior Club Person Award 

Presented by

Alan Sutherland

Vice President 

Life Member 2015

Jimmy Stewart 

Senior Club Person

Award 

2022/2023

Michael O’Brien 
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2022-2023 
Victorian Summer Baseball League Season 

Womens Awards

Presented by

Coach

Kirsty Davis

Life Member 2023 

&

Coach

Sinead Byrne-Connell

Batting Award 

Sinead Byrne-Connell

Most Valuable Player 

Ebony Sutherland

Team Spirit Award 

Ann Marie O'Brien
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2022-2023
Victorian Summer Baseball League Season 

1st Awards
Colin Miller Award

Best First or Second 

Year Rising Star Player 

Presented Via Video by Marshall Skinner

Life Member 1998

& 

Glenn Farrell Senior Program Coach 

Life Member 2021

Colin Miller Award

Best First or Second 

Year Rising Start Player 1st Team 

Charlie Sutherland

Col Miller a standout member of our club for many 

decades both on the field and off the field. He has 

been president and held many committee positions. 

Represented us at national and international level. A 

pioneer in the game of baseball in Victoria. 

Batting Award 

Ryan Golledge (0.383)

Team Spirit Award

Logan O'Brien

Presented by

Coach

Glenn Farrell 

Life Member 2021
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2021-222 
Victorian Summer Baseball League Season 

Special Awards 

Westcott Memorial Trophy

Club Champion Best First Player  

Cooper de Haan

Presented by

Coach Glenn Farrell 

Life Member 2021

Awarded to the best First nine player and is memory of 

Arthur Westcott, who was a Preston player killed 

during active service in WW2. 
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2022-2023 
Victorian Summer Baseball League Season 

Special Awards 

Life Membership 

Ken Bowe Medal 

Kirsty Davis 

Ken Bowe

Presented by

Myles Foreman President 

(On behalf of the Bowe Family) 

This award was renamed Ken Bowe life member award in 

honour of a great and long time Member of the Preston 

Baseball club in 2004. His service to the club as a player 

and committee members was outstanding during his 50-year 

membership
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2022-2023 
Victorian Summer Baseball League Season 

Special Awards 

Bubbie Buzachero Club Spirt Award

Alan Sutherland (Life member 2015) 

Bubbie Buzachero

The Club Spirit Award was introduced in 2019 in honor of 

former Pirates player the late Bubbie Buzachero who 

passed away at his home in Tennessee in February 2020.

Bubbie had been an import at the Club for several years 

from 2011 and had made a massive impact on the 

Community of the Preston Pirates Baseball Club with his 

infectious spirit and love of baseball.

He also played for several seasons with the Melbourne 

Aces quickly becoming a crowd favorite. While his impact 

as a pitcher for the Club’s First Nine and the Melbourne 

Aces was significant, his greatest impact was on the role 

he played promoting the game of baseball as a Pirate as 

a Melbourne Aces player and also working for Baseball 

Victoria. Bubbie returned home to the USA in 2015 and 

stayed in touch with many from the Club.

The Club Spirit Award is awarded to a member of the 

Preston Baseball Club community who consistently 

demonstrates Club Spirit in all activities across the club.

The Club will always remember Bubbie's mantra “This is 

the greatest day of my life” such a positive and supportive 

friend and team mate.

Presented Via Video by

Justin Huber 

Baseball Australia Hall of Fame 

Inductee

&

President 

Myles Foreman 

(On behalf of the Jamie Buzachero)
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Office Bearers



Life Members 
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Life Members 2010

Back Row: Marshall Skinner (1998) Colin Miller (1968) Neville Eyre (1972) Ken Bowe (1964) Richard Vagg (1998)  Dick Norris (1971) Phil 

Stirling (Hidden) (1977) Grahame Deany (1979) Rod Steer (1981) Martin Legg (2021) Tom Proctor (1982) Ian Deany (1974) David Norris 

(2003) Peter Sincoe (1980)

Front Row: Gary Harkness (1995) William (Billy) Linton (1998) Jane McMillan (1998) Mark Penman (1995)

C Styles (1982) Jon Deeble (1988)

Kirsty Davis                     2023



Arthur Westcott 
Memorial Trophy 

Best First Team Play 
& Club Champion 
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Awarded to the best First nine player and 

is memory of Arthur Westcott, who was a 

Preston player killed

during active service in WW2.

Cooper de Haan        2023
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